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and Smuts, the struggle was brought to an end by the
passing of the Indians Relief Bill, in 1914, Viscount
Gladstone, the Governor-General of the Union, announcing
at a public meeting the Royal Assent to the measure, after
signing the Act, pointed out that it indicated that a free,
responsible South African Government was not inconsistent
with the discharge of Imperial obligations. The Com-
mission's report and recommendations, he said, had unified
public opinion and enabled the Government to find a
satisfactory solution. The new measure was not only an
act of justice, but in the Imperial interest an urgent
necessity. No true South African interest had been sub-
ordinated to Imperial considerations, but the Imperial
responsibility was recognized.
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